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Chimayo Dinner Party
Bright, bold prints play well together when calmed by background pastel 
batiks in this colorful update to the classic Dresden Plate design.

Designed by 
Virginia robertson

Machine Quilted  
by Chris LiebeL
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Planning, Cutting, and Marking
Trace templates on template plastic and cut 
out on marked lines. Place plastic Template 
A on wrong sides of appropriate fabrics, mark 
around edges, and cut out marked shapes. 
Virginia also offers an acrylic Template A, so 
you can rotary-cut these pieces; see page 
50 for ordering information.

To prepare B, C, and D center shapes as 
Virginia did, follow manufacturer’s instruc-
tions to apply paper-backed fusible web to 
wrong sides of assorted small prints. Trace B, 
C, and D shapes on paper sides of prepared 
prints. Cut out on marked lines.

Cutting instructions
Note: Cutting instructions for plate shapes 
are given on templates in the Pattern Pull-
Out Section.
Assorted large prints
 cut 48 sets of:
  2 matching squares 5H˝ x 5H˝
Assorted pastel batiks
 cut 50 sets of:
  2 matching squares 5H˝ x 5H˝
 cut 2 sets of:
  4 matching rectangles  
   3˝ x 5H˝
 cut a total of:
  28 rectangles 5H˝ x 10H˝
Pink batik print
 2 strips 3˝ x 80H ,̋ pieced from 5  
  width of fabric (WOF) strips
 2 strips 3˝ x 65H ,̋ pieced from  
  4 WOF strips
Purple/pink dot
 10 strips 2H˝ x WOF (binding)

Skill leVel IntermedIate

Finished Quilt Size
75H˝ x 95H˝

Note: See Pattern Pull-Out Section for templates. 
Rounded edges of Templates B, C, and D do not 
include seam allowances

Number of Blocks and Finished Size
24 Four-Patch Blocks 10˝ x 10˝
24 Dresden Plate Blocks 10˝ x 10˝

Fabric Requirements
Assorted large prints (Four-Patch  5L-6J yds. 
 Blocks, plate sections)  total
Assorted pastel batiks (plate   4G-4I yds. 
 backgrounds, border piecing)  total
Assorted small prints (plate centers) K-H yd. total
Pink batik print (inner border) M yd.
Purple/pink dot (binding)  1 yd.
Backing (piece widthwise) 7J yds.
Paper-backed fusible web (optional) 1H yds.
Batting size Queen
Template plastic

Chimayo Dinner Party

in Virginia’s beautiful quilt, pastel 
batiks provide a calming background for 
the many large, lively prints used in the 
Four-Patch Blocks and plate sections. 

For more on Virginia’s design pro-
cess, see pages 46 and 47.
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Making the blocks  
and border Units
1 Sew 2 sets of 2  matching 
large print 5H˝ squares  together 
to make Four-Patch Block (Dia-
gram I). Make 24 total. in same 
manner, make 24 total Dresden 
Plate Block backgrounds using 
pastel batik 5H˝ squares.

2 Finger-press A in half length-
wise, right sides together. Sew 
G˝ seam as shown in Diagram 
II-A; trim corner at fold end 
of seam. Turn point right side 
out, aligning seam with fold 
(Diagram II-B). Press. Repeat to 
prepare 468 total plate sections.

3 Referring to Diagram III, sew 
together 12 assorted prepared 
plate sections along long sides 
to make plate. Press seams all 
in 1 direction. Make 24 total. in 
similar manner, make 28 total 
half-plates and 4 total quarter-
plates for border units.   

4 Position plate on block 
background, right sides up, us-
ing seams as placement guide 
(Diagram IV-A). Appliqué in 
place.  

Virginia used machine blind hem 
stitch (Diagram IV-B) with clear 
monofilament thread for her 
plate appliqué.  
 Appliqué B circle to center, 

covering hole in middle of plate. 
in the featured quilt, circles were 
fused in place, and raw edges 
were machine blanket stitched 
with black thread (Diagram 
IV-C). Repeat to make 24 total 
Dresden Plate Blocks.  

5 Finger-press assorted pastel 
batik 5H˝ x 10H˝ rectangle 
in half, short sides together 
(Diagram V-A); use fold as 
placement guide. Position 
half-plate on rectangle, aligning 
straight raw edges. Appliqué in 
place. Add C, aligning straight 
edges, to complete half-block. 
Make 28 total.  

in similar manner, make 4 total 
quarter-blocks (Diagram V-B).
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kit offer
A kit of similar fabrics for quilt top, plus acrylic Template A, is 
available while supplies last for $145.00 ppd. (CO residents, 
$149.86 ppd.) from Virginia Robertson, Box 357, Dolores, CO 
81323; 970-882-3389;  virginiarobertsondesigns.com. Backing 
and binding kit available for $95.00 ppd. (CO, $98.18 ppd.). 
Template plus Dresden Plate Table Runner pattern (see photo, 
page 47) is $14.50 ppd. Fabric orders, add $45.00 for out-of-
country shipping.

Explore Your Options
Swapping Virginia’s wild prints for more traditional fabrics gives  
this version a cozy, country feel.
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Quilt top assembly
Note: Refer to Assembly 
Diagram for following steps.
6 Sew 8 rows of 6 blocks 
each, alternating. Sew rows 
together. 

7 Stitch pink batik print 80H˝ 
strips to sides. Stitch 65H˝ strips 
to top and bottom.

8 Sew 8 half-blocks together 
along short sides. Stitch 2 differ-
ent pastel 3˝ x 5H˝ rectangles 
to ends, watching placement 
and orientation. Make 2 total. 
Sew to sides of quilt. Sew 6 
half-blocks together along short 
sides. Stitch batik rectangles and 
quarter-blocks to ends, watching 
placement and orientation. Make 
2 total. Sew to top/bottom.

Quilting and Finishing
9 layer, baste, and quilt. 
Chris machine quilted curved 
lines on all plate sections and 
background squares/rectangles. 
Four-Patch Blocks feature a cen-
tered flower motif, and the inner 
border is filled with a continuous 
leaf design. Bind with purple/
pink dot.

3˝ x 65½˝
3˝

 x
 8

0½
˝

3˝ x 5½˝

Assembly Diagram


